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ASSOCIATION FOR PROMOTING TRANSYLVANIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE 

 
Str. Carmen Silva nr. 10, ap.7B 
RO - 400495 - Cluj-Napoca 
Romania 

 
- 0040-748-764437 

- 0040-747-255568 
e-mail: contact@transarchaeology.org 

                  

Archaeological Summer School Transylvania 2013 
May- August 

Syllabus 
 

Project Staff: 

Professor Florin Gogâltan, PhD- Project director 

Scientific researcher, Institute of Archaeology and History of Art of the Romanian Academy, Cluj-Napoca; 

Associated professor at Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca 

 

Professor Mircea Anghelinu, PhD – Collaborator  

Associate Professor, History and Letters Department, Valahia University of Târgoviște; Head of the History and 

Letters Department, Faculty of Humanities, Valahia University 

 

Marian Adrian Lie, MA – Field coordinator and guide 

President of Association for Promoting Transylvanian Archaeological Heritage  

 

Elena Cristina Cordoș, MA – Field coordinator and guide 

Vice-president of Association for Promoting Transylvanian Archaeological Heritage 

 

Andreea Demjen, MA – Collaborator 

Field Archaeologist at Tarisznyás Márton Museum, Gheorgheni 

 

Liviu Marta, PhD - Collaborator  

Director of Satu-Mare Museum, Archaeologist 

 

Călin Ghemiș, PhD candidate 

Field archaeologist at Criș County Museum, Oradea 
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Schedule and Location: 

The following sites are available in this project: 
 

Archaeospeleology at Peștera Vacii (Cow’s Cave) – Roșia, Bihor County 

Carei-Bobald (Bronze Age burial mound-Satu Mare county) 

Lăzarea (3rd-4th century settlement in Lăzarea-Harghita county) 

Pricske Custom (17th-18th century custom in Gheorgheni-Harghita county) 

Bothvar (13th century fortress in Gheorgheni-Harghita county) 

Toplița (Late Paleolithic settlement in Toplița - Harghita county) 
 
Dates Location  Site 2013 Objectives  Short description 

S I -
13-31 
May 
 
S II- 
1-31 
August 

Roșia, Bihor Peștera Vacii first excavation here. 
Trying to establish 
the real 
archaeological 
importance of this 
cave. Setting some 
chronological 
markers for its 
inhabitance overtime.  

Peștera Vacii (Cow’s Cave) is located in 
Pădurea Craiului Mountains, on the right slope 
of Cuților Valley. The entrance is rather 
impressive (25m wide and 8 m high), while the 
total length of the passages add up to 158 m 
(consisting of two rooms, couple of branched 
passages and a vertical shaft). The incidentally 
discovery of early Bronze Age and Iron Age 
pottery, as well as cave bear (ursus spelaeus) 
fossils inside, has transformed this cave in a 
very important location from an archaeological 
and paleontological point of view. Recently, 
human skeletal remains were also discovered 
here by a team of speleologists, leading to the 
assumption that the cave may have played a 
funerary purpose at some point (in the early 
Bronze Age probably). 

3-28 
June 

Carei, Satu-
Mare 

Bobald-
Burial mound 

first excavation here. 
Setting an accurate 
chronology and 
learning about burial 
mound building 
technique  

The burial mound at Bobald is situated in close 
proximity to a Tell-like settlement discovered 
in 1906, which was extensively studied 
thereafter. More stages of habitation were well 
documented here from Neolithic, Early Bronze 
Age, Middle Bronze Age and Early Middle 
Ages. However, the burial mound itself was 
never the subject of an excavation project and 
remained basically untouched. We can only 
assume that the mound dates from the III-rd or 
II-nd millennium BC (Early or Middle Bronze 
Age). Therefore, our primary objective this year 
is to set a more accurate chronological scale for 
this archaeological site. 

July 1- 
July 13 

Lăzarea Lăzarea 
Castel, site 
code 84601.01 

the team will 
investigate one of 
the dwelling 
structures and also 
try to identify the 
edge of the settlement 

The site is situated in the middle of Lăzarea 
settlement at the southern foothill of Szármány 
hill, on the right bank of Csinód spring at an 
altitude of about 759-769 meters.  
he site was partially archaeologically excavated 
back in the ’60s and ’70s and interpreted by the 
archaeologists as belonging to the Sântana de 
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Mureş-Černjachov culture.  
So far we are dating the construction found last 
year during the 3rd and the 4th centuries AD. 
Regarding the cultural aspect of our discoveries 
we can not say for sure that we are dealing with 
the Sântana de Mureş-Černjachov culture 
because clear elements typical for such a 
interpretation are still lacking at the moment. 
 

July 
15- 
July 26 

Gheorgheni Vama Pricske, 
site code 
83570.03 

the team will 
partialy excavate 
2 of the stone 
buildings, trying 
to gather as much 
information as 
posible regarding 
the construction 
methods  

Pricske is the name of the highest peak in the 
Giurgeu Mountains (1545 m). Because of its 
strategic position at the crossroads of the routes 
that were coming from Moldavia, the place was 
used as a tax point. The Custom is first attested 
in a document issued in December 1606, which 
specifies that all incomes will be collected for 
the Transylvanian Lord. At the beginning of the 
18th century, the Austrians have started to build 
many custom buildings as well as a wooden 
fortification under the rule of general Leiningen. 
The buildings were completed in 8 weeks with 
the help of 4800 workers. Eventually, in the first 
half of the 19th century, the border of the 
empire was moved and so was the custom point. 
 

August 
1- 
August 
15 

Gheorgheni Bothvar 
Fortress, site 
code 83570.01 

trying to locate 
the exterior wall 
and determin the 
construction 
phases of the fort. 
The precise 
dating of the site 
is also an 
important goal for 
this year 

Both Fortress is located in the eastern part of the 
city Gheorgheni, on a rocky plateau near the 
national road leading to Lacu Rosu (Red Lake 
or Killer Lake). The fortress is first mentioned 
and described by Balazs Orban in 1868, a 
writer, historian and politician who lived 
between the years 1829 and 1830. Not much is 
known about the history of the fortress and the 
few stories mentioning it originate in the local 
tradition. According to such stories, the fortress 
had been owned by András Both, a former royal 
servant in the late 17th century. The destruction 
of the building is said to have occurred in 1707, 
when a war ravaged much of the Transylvanian 
territory. 
According to recent investigations (in 2009, 
2010 and 2011), the fortress was not functional 
in the late 15th century, but, surprisingly, in the 
13th century. 
 

August 
19- 
August 
31 

Toplița Pârâul 
Baicăului, site 
code 83641.01 

continuing the 
former trench and 
also conducting 
test trenches on 
the lower terace 

 

The Paleolithic site from Toplița was first 
discovered in 2008, during field walks near the 
town of Toplița. After several investigations of 
this kind, a somehow large collection of lithic 
tools and debris was put together. The Toplița 
settlement probably functioned as a tool-
chopping workshop, the lithic raw material 
being abundant in the proximity of the site. In 
2010, an archaeological investigation carried 
out on a small area of the site was able to 
establish that the layers comprising the lithic 
remains was not entirely eroded and therefore 
future extensive investigations are possible. Soil 
samples were collected for OSL (luminescence) 
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dating. Based on the lithic technology we can 
only suggest that the settlement was inhabited 
sometime during the end of the Upper 
Paleolithic.  
 

 
 
 
Working hours: Monday to Saturday (8 AM-4PM) 
Sunday field walk and field trips to Meziad Cave, Satu-Mare Museum, Bicaz Gorges, Red Lake, Pricske 
Peak, Bistricioara, Miercurea Ciuc Museum  
 

Field School Description:  

The project is developed in collaboration with different Romanian institutions (Institute of Archaeology 
and History of Art of the Romanian Academy Cluj-Napoca, Tarisznyas Marton Museum – Gheorgheni, 
Valahia University – Târgoviște, Satu-Mare Museum- Satu-Mare, Criș County Museum - Oradea). 
All students will have the opportunity to engage in various activities. Effective participation in an 
archaeological dig is, in our opinion, the only opportunity to learn and fully understand the methods 
applied in field archaeology. The archaeological excavation is actually a process with several stages, 
starting with choosing the areas to be excavated, followed by tracing its limits, implementing strategies 
and methods for proper excavation, collecting and registering artifacts, photographing and drawing 
the features of the dig, processing data and issuing final interpretation and assumptions. All these 
processes will be completed by students, with constant support and guidance provided by specialists.  
Students will also participate in archaeological field walks, which are intended to identify potential 
areas of archaeological interest. They are carried out in the form of field trips in which participants can 
learn how to identify an archaeological site in the field and what actions they have to take in this 
situation.  
The structure of the project was designed in such a manner that the students could be introduced with 
different field methods by involving them on excavations led on sites that cover a variety of periods, 
from Paleolithic to Modern Ages. 
At the end of the program we hope that each student will hold the basics of archaeological research 
(the theories and techniques used by archaeologists in excavating a site), will understand and be able 
apply the methods of documentation (photography, drawing, etc.), will have the ability to operate the 
tools and equipment provided. 
 

On field regulations: 
The recording process involves making drawings, writing descriptions and where necessary, taking 
photographs of what is being excavated.  You should NEVER excavate something on site without 
producing a full and proper record. To do so only compromises the excavation. To avoid such problems 
always ask for HELP from your appointed guide when you are uncertain of what your next step should 
be.  
You are responsible for your own records, tools, finds and samples, so make sure they go to their 
proper place when you have finished with them. 
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Excavations are potentially dangerous places. Care should be taken at all times to avoid injury to 
yourself and others by following a few simple rules: when using large tools such as spades or shovels, 
always make sure you know who is around you and where they are standing. Check your tool if the 
head is worked loose. If so, don’t use that tool and make everyone aware of its flaw. You should refrain 
from sitting on or walking near the edge of a deep trench - which can result in soil collapse. In wet 
weather take extra care as the ground can become very slippery. Try not to overestimate your physical 
and technical abilities (by lifting or carrying more than you normally do - for example). 
An archaeological site must be kept tidy. Rubbish, buckets, barrows, tools, finds boxes and trays, 
stones and any other obstacles that could cause tripping must be kept in their proper places, and well 
clear of paths and thoroughfares. Tools should be cleaned of all dirt at the end of every day by scraping 
with you trowel.  
 

Evaluating students: 

Each student will be evaluated by a supervisor, based on his involvement, activity and abilities. Keeping 
an archaeological diary (notebook and pen provided) is also mandatory for evaluation.  

 
Accommodation:  
Accommodation conditions will vary throughout the project, depending on our location (the 
archaeological site investigated at the moment). Volunteers will be accommodated in  
-Roșia (Bihor county – in an ethnographical park/ Romanian traditional houses);  
-Bobald (Satu-Mare county – in an archaeological base near the site)  
-Gheorghieni ( Harghita county - in a large house designed as a housing center)  
-Toplița (Harghita county – at Casa Daya- a cozy guesthouse).  

 
For the archaeological site of Pricske camping equipment (backpack, tent, sleeping bag, air mattress, 
etc.) is required. Participants must sleep in tents for a period of about two weeks, without enjoying the 
comfort with which they are accustomed. This site is therefore suitable for those with a strong sense of 
adventure, able to give up the usual commodities for at least two weeks. 
 
Other useful information 
 
Suggested packing list 
 
First of all, try not to over pack. Bring only the things you consider necessary. Don’t panic if you think 
you forgot something important. Except for your personal identification documentation (we 
recommend you make an carry around several photocopies of all of your I.D. documents) almost 
everything else can be replaced. 
Since the project takes place during the summer, be prepared mainly for warm or hot weather. Bring 
light clothing you feel comfortable in. To prevent heat stroke you also need to bring a brimmed hat, 
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sunglasses and sunscreen. In addition, you will need sturdy working shoes and working gloves. Even 
during the summer temperatures can drop, so wind stoppers, fleece jackets and long pants are also 
useful. As rain can sometimes start without much notice, bring a waterproof jacket or a raincoat. It is 
not necessary to bring working tools, those will be provided. Don’t forget about personal hygiene 
products (toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, towels, deodorant, nail-clipper, etc.). If you plan to 
bring any electronic devices, don’t forget the chargers, some extra batteries and other associated 
cables, etc. You may also need an electric outlet convertor. In Romania Type C Electrical Outlet is used. 
A water bottle, a flashlight, a pocket knife and some medication can come in handy, as well.  
 
Visa regime for Romania......................................................................................................................                                                 
 
Holders of valid ordinary passports from the following countries may enter and stay in Romania for a 
period of up to 90 days within 6 months with exemption from the Romanian entry visa.  
 
Citizens of EU countries, holders of permanent residence permits issued by EU countries, citizens of 
Albania (*), Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina(*), Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, South Korea, Costa Rica, Croatia, Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia(*), Guatemala, Honduras, Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Monaco, Montenegro(*), New Zeeland, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Salvador, San Marino, 
Seychelles, Serbia [excluding holders of Serbian passports issued by the Directorate of Serbian 
coordination (in Serbian: Koordinaciona uprava)] (*), Singapore, The Holy See, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, British Nationals (overseas), Taiwan (with an I.D. 
number), Hong Kong (Special Administrativ Region), Macao (Special Administrativ Region).  
 
*Holding only biometric passports 
 
 

 
Contact Information: 

Elena Cristina Cordoș                                                   
Phone: +40726837464 

Email: contact@transrachaeology.org  
          cristina.cordos@transarchaeology.org  

          elenacordos@gmail.com 
For more information about the sites and staff members visit our website at 
www.transarchaeology.org  
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